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older age groups and to monitor these trends, because of the possibility of cumulative long-term effects (Institute of Medicine, 1982).
Public concern over the acute and chronic effects on young persons of the use of marijuana has increased substantially now that usage is so entrenched and pervasive in the youth culture. Current evidence indicates that there are well-established acute effects en psychomotor function. Marijuana at concentrations corresponding to those attained in social use of the drug impairs responses to complex, integrated visual-motor tasks. These findings cause concern about driving and marijuana as well as performance of other complex man-machine tasks. Marijuana also impairs short-term memory. There is good evidence for bronchial irritation and lung pathology associated with marijuana smoking. Effects on other bodily systems have been suggested but not confirmed (Institute of Medicine, 1982).
Sexual Activity
In 1976, there were 12,000 births and 13,000 abortions to girls under 15 years of age. Among older teenage girls, there were 560,000 births and 3,000,000 abortions. In a national survey of 15- to 19-year-olds, one third of sexually active respondents had not used contraceptives the last time they engaged in sexual intercourse and 70 percent of conceptions were not intended. In 1977, 17 percent of births were to teenage girls, whose incidence of low birth weight infants was half again more than the national average (Richmond and Filner, 1979).
Adolescent Pregnancy and Childbirth
Especially at younger ages, adolescent pregnancy and childbirth pose physical, psychological, and socioeconomic risks to both the mother and baby. Physical risks to the mother include such complications as toxemia, premature birth, and problems during labor and delivery (Chez et al, 1976). Socioeconomic risks include interruption of the mother's education, lowered prospects for income and vocational attainment, and an increased probability of lifetime poverty and welfare dependence (Card and Wise, 1978; Moore et a]-., 1978). Infants of young adolescent mothers also are at medical risk, especially if mothers are regular smokers or users of alcohol or other drugs (Clarren and Smith, 1978).
Cognitive development in children of adolescent mothers may suffer. In addition to possible biological factors, inadequacies of caretaking by very young mothers may be important. Mothers in their 20s are more likelyle users outnumbered females in all age groups.
